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Her Story: A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The founding of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).  The first effective drug for the treatment of childhood leukemia.  The establishment of the first socially and environmentally screened index fund.  The widespread adoption of a newborn hearing test.  Advocacy for the elimination of antipersonnel land mines.  What do each of these items have in common?  An American woman invented, founded or championed each of them.  Further, each of these accomplishments have happened since 1978.  Does that surprise you?   

The roles of women and women’s place in our society have changed in significant ways since the late 1970s.  These years have been a turbulent and ever-changing time in our country’s history.  Whether the changes are identified as “traditional” or “innovative”, women have been at the forefront in noteworthy ways.

It is important to record what women have done, so as to celebrate their accomplishments, to encourage young girls to dream big and to find out about the women who fought for the rights and privileges that we enjoy today.  
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Her Story: A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The authors of Her Story:  A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America have developed this slide presentation suitable for use in a variety of settings.  Use this slide show to address issues of diversity and inclusion!  Use it to kick off discussion and dialogue!  Use it as a library program!  Use it in schools, in business settings, for a Girl Scout event.  But definitely USE IT!  For the authors have as one of their goals to write women back into history.
  
The book contains profiles of over 850 women.  This presentation highlights thirty of those women.  What a Celebration!  Share the information about the accomplishments of thirty amazing women who are among hundreds profiled in the book, all of whose contributions to American society have helped us to have the quality of life and standard of living that we enjoy today.
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[1]  NANCY KASSEBAUM

We start in 1978.  In that year, Nancy Landon Kassebaum was elected to the U.S. Senate, representing the state of Kansas.  She was the first woman to serve in the U.S. Senate having neither been elected to serve first in the House of Representatives nor having been appointed to fill out the remainder of a term from a husband after his death while in office.  She served from 1978 to 1997 and was chairman of the Committee on Labor and Human Resources in the 104th Congress.  

Also in 1978, the U.S. Army integrated women into the formerly all male body, dismantling the Women’s Army Corps, which was established during World War  II.



 





http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/LandonNancy.jpg
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[2]  PATRICIA LOCKE

1978 was a momentous year in other respects as well!

In 1978, Lakota Indian educator Patricia Locke advocated for the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, which set into federal law the right of Native Americans to freely practice their spiritual traditions.  She helped organize 17 tribally run colleges and was awarded a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship in 1991.  During her 40 years as an educator, she worked to preserve tribal languages, cultures, and spiritual traditions of Native Americans.  She served as President of the National Indian Education Association, as chair of the American Indian Advisory Committee of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission, and wrote a regular column for the Lakota Times.  She worked with many organizations involved with social justice, human rights, and environmental issues.  Locke developed policies, procedures and education codes for Native American communities across the country.  She co-chaired the U.S. Department of Interior Task Force on Indian Education Policy.  Later in her life, she accepted the Baha'i faith and in 1993 became the first Native American woman to be elected to an office of that faith’s National Spiritual Assembly.  
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[3]  JUDY CHICAGO

The women celebrated in this presentation come from many different fields of endeavor and have accomplishments in a wide variety of enterprises.  So far, a senator and a Lakota Indian educator have been profiled.  Next up is feminist artist Judy Chicago, who has been completing her art projects since the 1960s.  

In 1979, Judy Chicago completed a huge art project called “The Dinner Party” and began to tour the country with it.  The project is an homage to the contributions of women throughout history; women whose contributions have often been minimized or ignored.  The piece itself  is a large triangular table with 39 ceramic place settings, one for each of the 39 women guests-of-honor.  999 names of women are inscribed on the floor on which the table rests.  “The Dinner Party” has been permanently housed at the Brooklyn Museum since 2002.  Some of Judy Chicago’s other famous works include the “Birth Project”, the “Holocaust Project”, and “Resolutions.”
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[4]  PATRICIA ROBERTS HARRIS

Patricia Roberts Harris is highlighted as the first woman to hold two cabinet positions: in 1977 she was the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and in 1979 she became the Secretary of Health and Human Welfare.  At her confirmation hearing she was asked if she could understand the needs of the poor.  Her reply was one with which so many women could identify.  She said, speaking of the poor: “I am one of them.  You do not seem to understand who I am.  I am a black woman, daughter of a dining-car worker.  I am a black woman who could not buy a house eight years ago in parts of the District of Columbia.  I didn’t start out as a member of a prestigious law firm, but as a woman who needed a scholarship to go to school.  If you think that I have forgotten that, you are wrong.”  Harris has been honored with a commemorative stamp issued as part of the Black Heritage Series.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Patricia_R._Harris.jpg
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[5]  CANDY LIGHTNER

In 1980, after her 13-year old daughter Cari was killed by a drunk driver, Candy Lightner organized “Mothers Against Drunk Drivers” which was later renamed “Mothers Against Drunk Driving” and called more familiarly, “MADD”.  Her daughter was walking to a school carnival in Fair Oaks, California, when she was struck from behind by a drunk driver.  The driver had three prior drunk driving convictions and was out on bail from a hit-and-run arrest two days earlier. 

The current mission of MADD has expanded to include: stopping drunk driving, supporting the victims of this violent crime and preventing underage drinking.

1980 was also the year when the National Women’s History Project, while a very young organization, lobbied the federal government to establish a commemorative Women’s History Week (later expanded to a month-long women’s National History Month (March)).
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[6]  SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR

In 1981, attorney and judge Sandra Day O’Connor became the first woman to sit on the U.S. Supreme Court.  In 1952, when she finished her law degree at Stanford, graduating third in her class, no California law firm was willing to hire her because of her gender.  O’Connor said:  “As the first woman nominated as a Supreme Court Justice, I am particularly honored.  But I happily share the honor with millions of American women of yesterday and today whose abilities and conduct have given me this opportunity of service.”  She, like others both before and after her, have identified other women who helped make her accomplishment possible.  We all stand on the shoulders of those who came before us!

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/O%27connor%2C_Sandra.jpg
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[7]  MAYA LIN

The contributions of the thirty women being profiled in this presentation include those made by women while they were young and those made by women who were more mature.  In 1981, at age 21 and while still an undergraduate student at Yale, sculptor Maya Lin was selected to design the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial.  Her conception for the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial was to create an opening or a wound in the earth to symbolize the gravity of the loss of the soldiers.  Her design was originally viewed as controversial and non-traditional.  There was also opposition to the selection of her design due to her Asian lineage.  However, the Memorial has become an important pilgrimage site for family, friends, and the American people.  As an artist and architect, she has continued to win international acclaim for her site-specific art projects. 
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[8]  NANCY BRINKER

Legacies like an enduring art project such as the Vietnam Memorial are one of the many ways in which American women have helped make a significant difference in our society.

In 1982, Nancy Brinker founded the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation in memory of her sister who died of breast cancer in 1981 at age 36.  One of Brinker’s early funding strategies was a walk/run she titled “Race for the Cure”.  At that time, it was a unique way to raise money for charity.  The Komen Foundation still continues to raise both money and awareness of breast cancer and supports research aimed at its eradication.  Now a breast cancer survivor herself, Brinker has become a vocal advocate for cancer patients.  She received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2009.
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[9]  ELLEN ZWILICH

In 1983, violinist Ellen Zwilich was the first female composer to win the Pulitzer Prize in Music for her “Symphony No. 1”.  In 1995, she was named the first-ever occupant of Carnegie Hall's Composer's Chair.  Her music is described as having “fingerprints”, music that is immediately recognizable as the product of a particular composer.  She has been the subject of two cartoons in the late Charles Schulz’s celebrated Peanuts® series.  Her Peanuts® Gallery, written for a 1997 Carnegie Hall children’s concert, became the basis of the second PBS documentary to feature her music.  
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[10]  ESTHER DYSON

In 1983, Esther Dyson was the Chairman of EDventure Holdings, a company focused on information technology worldwide.  She is well-respected for her insights into industry trends.  Through 2006, she wrote frequent articles on emerging digital technology and insightful analyses of such issues as the impact of the internet on the U.S. education system.  Her work has been characterized in a number of ways as she has been described as a journalist, an entrepreneur, and a philanthropist.  
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[11]  SALLY RIDE

Sally Ride, Ph.D., was part of the first group of American women astronauts.  In 1983, she became the first American woman to orbit the Earth while aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger.  On board the Challenger, her role was to manipulate the robotic arm.  A nationally ranked tennis player in her youth, she attended Stanford and received a B.S. degree in English and physics.  Her masters and Ph.D. degrees were in physics.  She is the President and CEO of Sally Ride Science, a company that focuses on making science programs that are of interest to upper elementary and middle school students, with a particular emphasis on attracting girls to the sciences.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Ride-s.jpg
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[12]  BARBARA MCCLINTOCK

Also in 1983, geneticist Barbara McClintock was the first woman to win an unshared Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine.  She received the Prize for her discovery of the ability of genes to change positions on the chromosome (jumping genes), which she had discovered in the 1950s.  She correlated changes she observed in color patterns in kernels of Indian corn to changes in the chromosome structure.  In the 1960s, her theory was verified repeatedly in simpler systems.  She was named a MacArthur Foundation Fellow in 1981.  In 2005, a U.S. postage stamp was issued commemorating her many contributions to science.   


Geraldine Ferraro
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[13]  GERALDINE FERRARO

In 1984, Geraldine Ferraro was named Democrat Walter Mondale’s Vice Presidential running mate.  At the time she was serving in the U.S. House of Representatives from New York’s 9th district.  This was the first time a major American political party nominated a woman for the Vice Presidency.  In her acceptance speech for the Vice Presidential spot, she said: "Tonight, the daughter of an immigrant from Italy has been chosen to run for vice president in the new land my father came to love...“  While in the House of Representatives, she was a women's and human rights advocate, working for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, sponsoring the Women's Economic Equity Act ending pension discrimination against women, and seeking greater job training and opportunities for displaced homemakers.�
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[14]  WILMA MANKILLER

In 1985, Wilma Mankiller assumed the role as the first woman principal chief of the Cherokee Nation.  She remained in office until 1995 during which time she worked to bring back balance and reinvigorate the Cherokee Nation through community-building projects.  She helped to bring about improved health care, education, utilities management, and tribal government to her people.

In talking about being the first woman to hold the chief position,  Mankiller said:  “A lot of young girls have looked to their career paths and have said they'd like to be chief.  There’s been a change in the limits people see.”  


Oprah Winfrey
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[15]  OPRAH WINFREY

In 1985, the multi-talented Oprah Winfrey began her talk show, newly named “The Oprah Winfrey Show”.  Widely know as an actress, a producer, a director, a talk show host, the editorial director of O, The Oprah Magazine, and co-founder of women’s cable network Oxygen Media, she continues to exert much influence on the American TV viewing public.  About her philanthropy and generosity with her time, energy and money, she said, “My whole quest at this point in my life, . . . is:  How do I use my life, my whole life, that includes:  my money, my resources, my access, my so-called perceived influence – How do I use my whole self in order to bring goodness and some light into the world?”  She, too, paid tribute to the women who came before her.  In acknowledging them she said:  “I have crossed over on the backs of Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Madam C.J. Walker.  Because of them I can live the dream.  I am the seed of the free, and I know it.  I intend to bear great fruit.” 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Oprah_Winfrey_%282004%29.jpg
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[16]  NANCY PELOSI

Mankiller and Winfrey’s comments about the women who paved the way are also echoed in Nancy Pelosi’s words. 

In 1987, Democratic politician Nancy Pelosi was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from California; later she was the first woman to lead a major political party in either house of Congress.  With the election of 2006, she was the first female speaker of the House.  About her selection as the first female speaker of the House, Pelosi said:  “It's an historic moment for the Congress, it’s an historic moment for the women of America. It is a moment for which we have waited over 200 years.  Never losing faith, we waited through the many years of struggle to achieve our rights.  But women weren’t just waiting, women were working, never losing faith we worked to redeem the promise of America, that all men and women are created equal.  For our daughters and our granddaughters, today we have broken the marble ceiling.  For our daughters and our granddaughters, the sky is the limit.  Anything is possible for them.”
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[17]  ARETHA FRANKLIN

In 1987,  singer Aretha Franklin was the first woman inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  Referred to as the “Queen of Soul”, she is also a songwriter, pianist, and skilled in jazz, blues, rhythm and blues, and gospel music as well.  In 2008, Rolling Stone magazine ranked her #1 on its list of Greatest Singers of All Time.  Franklin has to date received 18 Grammys and two honorary Grammys.  Since 1961, she has scored a total of 45 “Top 40” hits.  Franklin has 14 million selling singles.  An amazing talent, she was a featured singer at the 2009 inauguration of President Barack Obama.  
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[18]  GERTRUDE ELION

After graduating with a BS in chemistry, her application to attend graduate school was rejected by 15 institutions because she was a woman!  This is a true statement about biochemist Gertrude Elion who, in 1988, won the Nobel Prize for a leukemia-fighting drug.  She also invented the first immuno-suppressive agent, which enabled organ transplants.  Her other inventions include treatments for gout, malaria, meningitis and bacterial infections of the urinary and respiratory tracts, and viral herpes.  Her innovative research methods led to the development of the AIDS drug AZT.  Elion holds 45 patents; she was also inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame and received the National Medal of Science.  Her resolve to become involved in cancer research was solidified at the age of 15 as she watched her beloved grandfather died a painful and slow death from stomach cancer.  
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[19]  SUSAN LOVE

While the Susan G. Komen Foundation, noted earlier, did much to both raise awareness of breast cancer and raise money for its eradication, it was Dr. Susan Love, a breast cancer surgeon, speaking out, who was able to discuss difficult medical issues and problems relating to women’s health in terms that people understood.  In 1990, her book, “Dr. Susan Love’s Breast Book” became the standard reference text in the field.  Its fourth edition was published in 2005.  Love also established the Dr. Susan Love Research Foundation whose mission is to eradicate breast cancer and improve the quality of women’s health through innovative research, education, and advocacy.  Dr. Love also worked closely with the Avon Cosmetics company to establish a number of philanthropic walks and races for the cure.

https://www.armyofwomen.org/

Antonia Novello

I
ol
i'rlit Lifedi]
-r.i'l' ¢ ﬂ Ir"l;.-“

Her Story: A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America


Presenter
Presentation Notes
[20]  ANTONIA NOVELLO

In 1990, another physician, Antonia Novello, was the first woman and first Latina appointed as the U.S. Surgeon General.   She said:  "Service is the rent you pay for living, and that service is what sets you apart."  Novello also shared, “Take a stand. But, more importantly, believe that it's there for you if you work at it.  I believe that fortitude is key.   More than anything, be consistent.  Go at it.  Go at it.  Go at it.  When you succeed, don't forget the responsibility of making somebody else succeed with you.” 

Novello’s words are, of course, shared by several others whom we have noted earlier.  Women helping women is a key concept for the women highlighted in this presentation.
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Antonia_Novello%2C_photo_portrait_as_surgeon_general.jpg
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[21]  ANITA HILL

At the same time, in 1991, Anita Hill’s allegations of sexual harassment against Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas raised national awareness about the mental and physical health issues of sexual harassment.  Harassment is frequently connected to the greater issue of domestic violence.  These are huge, grave, social issues, even today.  

Hill said:  “I am really proud to be a part in whatever way of women becoming active in the political scene. I think it was the first time that people came to terms with the reality of what it meant to have a Senate made up of 98 men and two women.”
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Other evidence of changing times for women come from both a statistic and an event!

In 1992, fifty-eight percent of women with children under the age of six were in the paid workforce.

In 1993, Ms. Magazine sponsored the first “Take Our Daughters to Work Day.”

The connection between these two snippets from U.S. history is clear and important.  If more women were working outside of the home, it was essential that their daughters see them in action and learn from their work.  And, the working women became even stronger role models as young girls saw what they did. 
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[22]  JANET RENO

In 1993, Harvard Law School graduate Janet Reno was selected as the first female U.S. Attorney General.  Her outlook on life was heavily influenced by the house in which she grew up – built primarily by her mother and capable of withstanding Hurricane Andrew.  

Reno said that based on her home-life experience, she believed that if communities are made of the right materials, instilling values such as discipline, the communities can be made strong and can prevent or withstand violence.  She was also a strong believer that higher levels of education can contribute to the reduction of the rate of crime.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Janet_Reno-us-Portrait.jpg
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[23]  CONDOLEEZZA RICE

Also in 1993, political scientist Dr. Condoleezza Rice was the first black Chief Academic Officer at Stanford, when she became Provost.  During the 1990s and into the 21st century, women in the federal government began to make some significant headway, both in numbers and in positions of influence. Rice served as National Security Advisor in one Presidential administration and as the Secretary of State in another. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/42/Condoleezza_Rice_cropped.jpg
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[24]  RUTH SIMMONS

In 1995, Ruth Simmons was the first black woman to lead a major university, Smith College.  In 2001 she left Smith to be a “triple first”-- the first woman and the first black president at Brown University and the first African-American to lead one of the “Ivy League” educational institutions.  Simmons grew up as the youngest of 12 children; in her early years, her parents were sharecroppers.  Later her father was a factory worker and her mother a maid.  In her acceptance speech at Brown, Simmons said “[her parents] helped me to understand something very important:  that poverty is not a state of mind nor a definition of one’s character, but merely the condition of one’s purse.”
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Let’s celebrate these thirty women and their accomplishments—to be sure!

But women still have a long way to go.  In 1995, The Glass Ceiling Commission reported that 95 to 97 percent of the senior management positions in corporate America were held by white men.  By 2005, women held 8% of the senior management positions in corporate America, an improvement from the 1995 numbers, certainly, but nowhere near parity.  


Marion Downs
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[25]  MARION DOWNS

The diversity of women’s accomplishments reflect the wide variety of professions in which women are involved.  In 1996, the Marion Downs National Center for Infant Hearing at the University of Colorado at Boulder was established named for audiologist Marion Downs.  Universal Newborn Hearing Screen (UNHS), which she advocated for fifty years, has now become the standard of care throughout the world.  Her theory from the 1950s was proven in the 1970s.  Today, every state has a universal newborn hearing screening program and universal hearing screening is moving to worldwide implementation. 

http://www.mariondowns.com/index.htm
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[26]  MADELEINE ALBRIGHT

A very significant first happened in 1997.  In that year, diplomat Madeleine Albright was sworn in as the 74th Secretary of State, the first female and the highest ranking woman in the history of the U.S. Government, a position she held until 2001.  Since that time, Dr. Albright has published her memoirs (“Madam Secretary:  A Memoir”) and other books including “The Mighty and the Almighty”.  She serves as Chairperson of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs.  Her philosophy is “There is a special place in hell for women who do not help other women.”  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/Albrightmadeleine.jpg
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[27]  ANDREA JUNG

In 1999, Andrea Jung, who began with Avon Products, Inc., in 1994, was elected the CEO.  Prior to joining Avon, she worked for Neiman Marcus, I. Magnin, and Bloomingdales.  When she began work at Avon in 1994 as the President of the Product Marketing Group for U.S. operations, she worked on blending the company’s traditional branding efforts with more modern products added to the mix.  She was responsible for introducing Avon Apparel.  The first female CEO at Avon, she helped define the corporation’s vision as “The Company for Women.”    A major focus of the Avon Foundation is working to eradicate breast cancer, the disease that took Jung’s grandmother’s life.  

Jung says “My job has its pros and its cons. There's the opportunity to be a role model, and then there's a lot of heavy responsibility that can be very difficult…. Statistics show that it's still a story when women reach the very top of the ladder, and we have a responsibility to create paths for women to succeed." �
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[28]  HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

In 2000, former First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was elected to the U.S. Senate representing New York for a term that began in 2001.  She ran for the Democratic Presidential nomination in 2008, but stepped aside when it became clear that Barack Obama would be the party’s candidate.  During the Obama administration, she was appointed the Secretary of State.  As is the case for all of the living women in this presentation, many more accomplishments are expected from Secretary Clinton.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Hillary_Clinton_official_Secretary_of_State_portrait_crop.jpg
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[29]  LINDA BUCK

In 2004, the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to scientist Linda B. Buck for her pioneering work which clarified an understanding of the olfactory (sense of smell) system.  Buck’s scientific degrees are in microbiology and immunology.  Her fascination with the olfactory system came after she read that humans and mammals can detect 10,000 different odors but there was little understanding about how this was possible.  She viewed it as a fascinating and monumental puzzle.  Buck continued the tradition of encouraging other women when she said: “Looking back over my life, I am struck by the good fortune I have had to be scientist.  Very few in this world have the opportunity to do everyday what they love to do, as I have.  I have had wonderful mentors, colleagues, and students with whom to explore what fascinates me and have enjoyed both challenges and discoveries.  I am grateful for all of these things and look forward to learning what Nature will next reveal to us.  As a woman in science, I sincerely hope that my receiving a Nobel Prize will send a message to young women everywhere that the doors are open to them and that they should follow their dreams.”
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[30]  DREW GILPIN FAUST

In 2007, historian Drew Gilpin Faust was named the President of Harvard University, the first female in its almost 400 year history (Harvard was founded in 1636).   After her appointment, Faust stated:  "I hope that my own appointment can be one symbol of an opening of opportunities that would have been inconceivable even a generation ago". 


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://web.mit.edu/hst-admin/graphic_identity/Harvard_U_Shield.jpg&imgrefurl=http://msuphilosophyclub.blogspot.com/2008_04_01_archive.html&usg=__LCTStNeS34uKKlnkBmpyZE7G1Ds=&h=959&w=966&sz=379&hl=en&start=4&sig2=yUeFAWfFbcXG1CMNsA4peA&um=1&tbnid=KJwY2LOOORC72M:&tbnh=147&tbnw=148&prev=/images%3Fq%3DHarvard%2BUniversity%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1&ei=pb1GStPQGZDKM_e6jZsB
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Her Story: A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation is a brief sampling of the amazing things that women have accomplished since the late 1970s.  Over our country’s history, women’s achievements have contributed significantly to both the quality of life and the standard of living that we enjoy today.  It is and continues to be the time to write women back into history.  

Support other women!  Support books about the efforts and achievements of other women.  Take a step today toward achieving those goals!
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