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Presentation Notes
Music is important to our life.  Music can be played by a person using an instrument.  Or a person can sing it.  People can be involved with music in many ways.  They can be composers.  They can be conductors.  They can play an instrument.  They can sing.  They can do more than one thing at a time.  Many people sing and play the guitar. Both boys and girls like music.  Men and women like music too.     Today, we learn about 10 women. Their stories are in a book.  The book is called Her Story:  A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America.  The book tells about more than 850 women.  Throughout U.S. history, women contributed in every area.  In the sciences.  In the arts.  In sports.  In politics.  In business.  In medicine.  And in music!You can learn more.  Your teacher will help you![Note to teacher:  A brief quiz that you can give your students prior to the rest of the presentation is provided in the Curriculum Guide, a document also enclosed with this slide presentation.]  GlossaryComposer (come·POSE·er): a person who puts music togetherConductor (con·DUCK·tore): a person who leads a group of musicians 
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Let’s think about a very long time ago.  Over 100 years ago.  The first woman to tell you about is composer Amy Marcy Cheney Beach. She is featured in the year 1896.  Singer Sophie Tucker began her career in 1906.  Singer Ella Fitzgerald is shown in 1934.  Marian Anderson famously sang in 1939.  Celia Cruz made her first recording in 1947.  Flutist Doriot Anthony Dwyer joined a major orchestra in 1952.  Chita Rivera was on Broadway in 1957.  Singer Joan Baez is shown in the book in 1960.  Songwriter and singer Carole King is featured in 1971.  Conductor Sarah Caldwell is shown in 1976.     [Note to teacher:  If saying the ten names might be “boring” to your students, prepare a simple paper timeline showing the dates noted above.  Have ten volunteers put the women’s names next to her year.]   GlossaryOrchestra (ore·KESS·trah): a group of musicians playing together



Her Story:  A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America 

1896 

Amy Marcy 
Cheney Beach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[1]  AMY MARCY CHENEY BEACHAmy Marcy Cheney Beach played the piano.  She composed piano music at age four.  She played her first concert at age sixteen.  In 1896, the Boston Symphony played her music.  The piece of music was called the Symphony in E-Minor.  It was also called the Gaelic Symphony.  She was the first woman composer to have her music played by a major orchestra.    GlossaryGaelic (GALE·ick):  related to the Scottish Highlands Highlands (HI·lands):  An area of northern and western Scotland with mountains Movement (MOOV·mint):  One of the parts of a piece of music Symphony (SIM·fah·knee):  a piece of music for full orchestra.  It usually has four movements.
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Music is written in a certain key.  The “key” is related to the notes that are played.  There are seven basic notes – A, B, C, D, E, F, G.   An octave is eight notes.  You start with a note, (in this picture) “C”.  Then you play all of the notes until you end at “C”.  Scales are based on the eight basic notes in the key.  Amy Marcy Cheney Beach’s Gaelic symphony was in the key of E-Minor.  The E-minor scale starts and ends on the note E.  GlossaryOctave (AHK·tive):  An interval of eight tones
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[2]  SOPHIE TUCKERSophie Tucker was born in Russia.  Her family came to the U.S. when she was a baby.  They operated a restaurant.  She started singing in the restaurant to earn money.  She began her professional career in 1906.  She sang.  She appeared in movies.  She had a radio show.  She appeared on television.  Her business career lasted sixty years.      
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Singers like Sophie Tucker need to know all of the musical notes.  Notes that represent whole steps are A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.  Sharps and flats are half way between the whole notes.  The black keys of the piano are the sharps and flats.  They represent a tone halfway between the note below and the note above.  A C sharp is half a step higher than a C and half a note lower than a D.  An E flat is half a note lower than an E and half a note higher than a D.  The other black keys on the piano are usually referred to as F sharp, A flat, and B flat.  
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[3]  ELLA FITZGERALDElla Fitzgerald won a talent contest in 1934 in New York City.  She was a jazz singer.  Her voice was very special.  She could sing a large range.  Her voice covered three octaves.  She was later known as the “First Lady of Song.”  She won many Grammys over her career.  She appeared and sang in movies and on television.  She received the National Medal of Art from President Reagan.  She received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President George H.W. Bush.  GlossaryGrammy (GRAM·me): awards given to performers in the music businessJazz (JAZ):  a kind of music, often played without music, with unusual rhythms
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Singers like Ella Fitzgerald must understand rhythm.  Rhythm comes from the length of the musical notes.  These lengths include whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes and even thirty-second notes.  Two half notes are the same length as a whole note.  Four quarter notes are the same length as a whole note.  Two eighth notes are the same length as a quarter note.  Four sixteenth notes are the same length as a quarter note.  Two thirty-second notes are the same length as a sixteenth note.  Sometimes, the singer doesn’t sing.  Sometimes, the musician doesn’t play her instrument.  This is called a “rest” in music.  Rests are written in lengths like notes.  
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[4]  MARIAN ANDERSONMarian Anderson was a singer.  She sang recitals and concerts.  She also sang opera arias.  In 1939, she wanted to sing at Constitution Hall in Washington, DC.  Because she was black, she was refused permission to sing there.  Instead, President and Eleanor Roosevelt arranged for her to sing in front of the Lincoln Memorial.  Over 75,000 people heard her sing.  Over time, she broke many barriers faced by black artists.  GlossaryRecital (ree·SIGHT·tull):  a musical program given by a soloist or small group of musiciansOpera (OP·er·ah):  A play with all of its words set to musicAria (ARE·ee·ah): a solo in an opera
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Musical notes are written in one or more clefs.  A clef indicates the pitch to be used.  The treble or G clef is played by the right hand on a piano.  The violin plays music written in treble clef.  Bass or F clef is played by the left hand on a piano.  When a person plays a cello, the music is written in bass clef.  Two other instruments that use bass clef music are the bassoon and trombone.  The C clef can be called an alto clef or a tenor clef.  When a person plays music on a viola, it is written in this clef.  The oboe uses this clef too.  GlossaryClef (KLEFF):  a symbol used to indicate the pitch of the notes on the staffStaff (STAFF):  the five horizontal lines and four intermediate spaces on which music is writtenCello (chell·OH): a stringed instrument larger than a viola and smaller than a bass Bassoon (baa·SOON):  A double reed wind musical instrumentTrombone (TROM·bone):  a large brass wind instrument with a long tube and a large bell mouth Viola (veye·OH·lah): A stringed instrument larger than a violin and a fifth lowerOboe (OH·bow): A double reed woodwind instrument
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[5]  CELIA CRUZCelia Cruz recorded her first songs in 1947.  She was born in Cuba.  She recorded her first songs in Venezuela.  Later, she moved to the U.S.  She is considered the undisputed queen of salsa music.  She is the first Hispanic to receive the Congressional Gold Medal.GlossarySalsa (SAUL·suh):  Latin American dance music
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Female singers are usually altos or sopranos.  A soprano has a higher pitch range.  An alto has a lower pitch range.  Male singers are usually tenors or basses.  A tenor has a higher pitch range.  A bass singer has a lower pitch range.    Marian Anderson was a contralto.  Her pitch range was lower than an alto. GlossaryAlto (AWL·toe):  A female voice with low pitch rangeBass (BASE):  A male voice with low pitch range also a large stringed instrumentContralto (konn·trawl·TOE):  The lowest female voice Soprano (suh·PRAN·no):  A female voice with high pitch rangeTenor (TEN·ore):  A male voice with high pitch range
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[6]  DORIOT ANTHONY DWYERDoriot Anthony Dwyer played the flute. In 1952, she played with the Boston Symphony Orchestra.  She was appointed the principal flutist.   This position is called chair. She was the first woman to be a chair in any major orchestra.  GlossaryFlutist (FLEWT·ist):  A person who plays the flute
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Strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion are the major types of musical instruments.  Stringed instruments include violin, viola, cello, and bass.  The harp is a stringed instrument.  Guitars are too!  Woodwinds include flute, piccolo, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, and recorder.  Trombones, trumpets, tubas, and french horns are brass.  Many instruments are percussion.  These include drums, xylophone, sleigh bells, triangle, timpani, cymbals, and tambourines.  GlossaryWoodwind (WOOD·wind):  Musical instruments played by blowing into them.  Percussion (purr·KUSH·ăn):  A musical instrument where sound is made when it is struckPiccolo (PICK·ă·low):  A small member of the flute family.  Pitch is an octave above a fluteSaxophone (SACKS·ă·phone):  A single reed wind musical instrumentXylophone (ZEYE·lă·phone):  An instrument with wooden bars that differ in lengthTimpani (TIM·pă·knee):  A set of kettledrumsCymbal (SIM·bull):  A set of brass plates that are struck together Tambourine (TAM·burr·reen):  A hand drum with metal disks all around it
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[7]  Chita RiveraChita Rivera was a singer, an actress, and a dancer.  She starred on Broadway, in New York,  in 1957.  She was in a play.  Her character was named Anita.  The play was called West Side Story.  GlossaryBroadway (BROAD·weigh):  A street in New York City.  It refers to the theatre district.
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Singers like Chita Rivera need to know the time signature.  These are the numbers shown after the clef and the sharps or flats.  Here, the time signature is 3/4.  This means there are three beats in a measure.  It also means the quarter note gets one beat.  Time signature relates to rhythm.  Certain types of music have certain time signatures.   Waltzes are usually in 3/4 time.  Marches are usually in 2/2 or 2/4 time.  Rock, blues, country, funk and pop music are usually in 4/4 time.  GlossaryBeat (BEET):  to mark time as if by tapping
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[8]  JOAN BAEZJoan Baez put out an album of music in 1960.  It sold many copies. When one million were sold, it “went gold.”  This expression means that the album did very, very well.  Five of her other albums also went gold.  Outside of her singing and her guitar playing, she helped work to get civil rights for black people.  She also spoke out to save the environment.  Many of Joan Baez’s songs deal with political issues.  She believes in nonviolence.  AlbumNonviolence (non·VEYE·ă·lănz): Able to be done without physical force that hurts people
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When we study music, we sometimes like to put it into different types, or genres. Joan Baez’s music fits into the folk music genre.  Her music sometimes is country.  Sometimes it is rock.  Sometimes it is pop.  Sometimes it is gospel.  Other music genres include classical, blues, electronic, rap, funk, hip hop, reggae, and jazz.  What kind of music do you like best? [Teacher: use this question if you have time to have some interaction with the students on this issue]
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[9]  CAROLE KINGCarole King was a singer and a songwriter.  She also played the piano.  Her “Tapestry” album came out in 1971.  When albums come out, they are often watched to see how well they sell.  The information about the sale is noted in the newspaper.  The lists are set up as a chart.  They usually show the top ten or the top twenty-five albums.  “Tapestry” stayed on the bestselling charts for six years.  King was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.  She has also been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  
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Carole King writes songs.  They have a melody.  Other parts of the song provide harmony.  Sometimes one voice has melody.  Sometimes that same voice sings the harmony.  GlossaryMelody (MEL·oh·dee):  the leading part in a piece of musicHarmony (HAR·mă·knee):  supporting parts in a piece of music 
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[10]  SARAH CALDWELLSarah Caldwell was a conductor.  She was an opera producer.  She was the first woman to conduct at the Metropolitan Opera.  It is in New York City.  She first conducted at the Metropolitan Opera in 1976.    
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In an opera, everything is sung.  Sarah Caldwell conducted the music for operas.  Many operas are serious.  Operettas are usually less serious.  Often, they are funny.  In operettas, all of the words are sung.  In musicals, there is much music.  However, in musicals, some words are spoken, not sung. Glossary    Operetta (OP·ă·rett·ă): a short funny musical play
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Which one is your favorite woman in music?  Why?  



Her Story:  A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do you sing?  Do you play an instrument?  Do you compose?  [Note to the teacher:  Have the students talk about how and why music is important to them.] 
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