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A copy of & page in “Her Story: A Timeline of Women Who Changed Amarica.” By Jill Tietjen and Charlotte Waisman. Tietjen will be in Cor-

land to talk about the book.

Women’s historian to speak at YWCA

Free brunch, talk, open
to public Sept. 17

By KATIE HALL
Livimg and Lelsure Edltor

When Jill Tietjen was organizing
an essay contest for sixth graders,
she knew she'd have o bone up on
the subpect — “greal women in engi-
neering and scienge.”

Bui she only knew one great
woman in science of the time: Mane
Curie, ane she and fellow comles! ors
ganizer, Alexis Swoboda, had 1o
come wp witl a list for the kids to ex-
plore

e paar started deely ir'|'__' il Fisto-

y, amd Tietjen became fascinated
with the women she found. She stan-
cd o colleet a list of outstanding
wormen and their accomplishments.
The i1ask would lead 10 a book project
with amother woman historian, Char-
lotte Waisman, who was already
compiling her own list of outstanding
SYOETIEN

The twoe joined lorces amd pub-
lished “Her Story: A Timeline of the
Women Who € hanged America.”
which looks ot women from 1587 o
2007 who made a lasting impact on
sOCiEly.

“The beok is so exciling te me,
The women in the book are so infer-
esting.” said Tietjen. of Cemtenmial,
Colo. =1 can open any two pages in
this beok and look at 10 of these peo-
ple in these pages. When Charlogte

amd | stared, | didn't know six of

these women.”™

Waisman

Tlatjan

Teetpen, an electrical engineer and
CEO of Technically Speaking, a con-
sulting company te advance careers
in technology for women, will b
coming 1o the Y'WCA on Wednesday
io give a special falk and sign copics
of the book.

The session takes place from 9:30
te 11 am. Wednesday at the Clayton
Avenue facility. It 15 free and open 1o
the public and YWCA officials will
be serving a brunch, People can
RBSVP if they choose 1o 607-753-
B3], Mando Books The Local
Bookstore i cosponsoring the event
and books will be available to pur-
chase and sign

Amy Simrell, executive director of
the Y WA, smd 'I:||,"IJ|.=||. 15 o @ bk
tour th r|,'||.||._:h Central MNew York.,

“Weve asked her 1o reflect on
why women are historically missing
from print,” Simrell said, And what
can be done 10 encourage change,
she said,

The book is in a timeline formar,
using pictures ad graphics 1o high-
light the women with a paragraph o
two  outhmng  her contribution,

Graphic designer Laura Klvnsira, dud
a beawtiful job formatting the book 1
am appealing manmer.

“Her Story,” published by Harper-
Collins, was a five vear praject the
two started i Apnl. 2003, It was
published Apnil 1 of thes vear. Tretjen
and Waisman delved e 200 book
for their research,

“We looked f'u.'-.'r:.".'l.'l1|.'z'-:.'." '[Ll.'ijl.'rl
said, “And then people would 1ell us,
They knew we were working on Uiz
book propect. They would
aboul people. We would see a refer-
eRce on & woman semewhere, and go
find the information. We became al-
sl detectives, or sleuths.™

“Some were oflhand commems,
There®s a woman in here, a Mum
Bell, 1781, | don't even know how
we found her. An offhand comment.
We started deing research on her
When you see what she did and
found out what she did, she needed 10
be in the book."

Bell was a slave who listened to
men talk about freedom while she
was serving them food. She wanted
that and Found an attemey to fight for
her freedom, along with that of an-
other slave, in a Massachusetts coun-
tv court. She was once of the first
slaves to be freed under the Massa-
chusetis constitution of 1780, And
because of that, the freedom of the
remaining Massachusetts slaves was
secured, according to Tietjen and
Wiisman in the book.

Teetjen pointed to another woman,
Esther DeBerdt Recd. who in 1730
organized a women's committes in
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personally knows about 200 kigtons
cal women. And who those women
are depends on what pan ol the coun-
try @ person lives in, bow U people
are educated and their career,
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and we talk 1o people. “So and 50 is

not in s book,” they say,” Tietjen
said. “Tell me about her”
[hey have another 244 names

they've gathered o add on ar some
paoanlL.

The woman who was the catalyst
fior the project for Tictjen was Ademi-
ral Grace Murray Hopper, a profes-
sor of math at Vassar College. Hop-
per was recruited o work on the first
computer in 19435, She created the
software that translated human lan-
guage into the zerocs and ones that
computers understand, according o
authors, thus, paving the way for per-
somal computers.

Tietjen mominated her to the Ma-
tional Woman's Hall of Fame and the
mathematician even had a battle de-
strover ship, “Hopper™ named after
her.

Tietjen said she has leamed from
these women what the movie, “Steel
Magnolias,” is all abost, which she
sums up in three words: passion, &e-
termination and persistence.



