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contributions of the woman who broke barriers in the profession and to
encourage girls and young women to pursue careers in science, technol-

ogy, engineering and mathematics.
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In 1991, she successfully nominated a technology pioneer, Admiral
Grace Murray Hopper, for the National Medal of Technology (the U.S.
equivalent of a Nobel Prize). Admiral Hopper was an officer in the U.S.
Navy and a pioneer in computer science. She developed the first computer
compiler, found one of the first “computer bugs” (a moth in a relay), and
was the first person to develop an English-based computer language. Later,
she was instrumental in developing the COBOL computer language. In
1996, four years after her death, a Navy missile destroyer was named in her
honor. The ship shares her nickname: “Amazing Grace.”

“Admiral Hopper was influential in my life development,” Jill said.

“I didn’t have a role model when I began my college studies and my
career; [ had to do it myself. That's why I'm bound and determined to
do it for others.”

Admiral Hopper also served as an inspiration for Jill and her colleague,
Betty Reynolds, to pen three books in the “Setting the Record Straight”
series, which profiles women in non-traditional professions.

As Jill promoted women in the sciences by nominating Hopper and
other pioneering women for awards, the idea for her current book began
to take shape. A small file of biographies and notes grew to a total of 866
women: from Virginia Dare, the first child born in the Americas to English
parents in 1587, to Dr. Drew Gilpin Faust, the first female named presi-

dent of Harvard University in 2007. “Her Story” chronicles the famous,

One spread of “Her Story” features Rosie the
Riveter, actress Angela Lansbury and Jill Tietjen’s
mentor, Admiral Grace Murray Hopper.
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the infamous, the obscure and the forgotten women who have shaped
more than 400 years of American history.

How does Jill balance writing with a demanding schedule of consulting
and speaking appearances? “You do what you want to do in your life,” she
said. “If you love it, it doesn’t feel like work.”

“Purting together the book — assembling the timeline, the biographies,
and all the photo credits — was like an enormous puzzle,” she continues.

“I spent my youth doing jigsaw puzzles and still love puzzles, so it was a
mission and a challenge, but I had a wonderful time. Even if we don’t see a
penny from the book, I do what I do because 'm driven to do it.”

Jill has been recognized by her peers and colleagues with a number of
awards, including the Distinguished Alumna Award from the University of
Virginia and an honorary Distinguished Engineering Alumna Award from
the University of Colorado at Boulder. She has made generous contribu-
tions to the University of Virginia and the University of Colorado at Boul-
der to provide scholarships and support experiential learning programs in
engineering. With her recent contributions to UNC Charlotte, she hopes
to encourage women in engineering to pursue an MBA, as she did.

When asked what her advice would be for today’s women pursuing
careers in business or engineering, Jill is forthright: “It’s important to have
persistence, determination, and passion in one’s work and one’s life. Put
yourself on a path, and never give up. Sometimes you have to fight to
move forward.”

It’s a lesson well taken from a remarkable woman who has devoted her

life to supporting remarkable women — past, present and future.
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